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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The continued threat of coronavirus infection requires us to change our 
habits during the time we spend together. Please follow these rules to 
keep each other safe: 
 
On entering— 

 Masks are required. Please be sure to wear one. 

 Sit only in pews marked with a bow.  

 Keep the spacing rod between you and your family and the 
person or family at the other end.  

 Greet each from a distance. 
 
During the service— 

 Refrain from singing. Instead, listen to the singers in the balcony 
and follow the words in the bulletin. 

 When we share the Peace, do not hug or shake hands except with 
members of your own family. Wave or bow to the people around 
you. 

 Offering plates will not passed. If you missed the basket on your 
way in, place it there when you leave. 

 
During communion— 

 Keep a safe distance from the person in front of you as you 
approach. 

 Hold out your cupped hands for the host. The pastor will not 
place this in your mouth or extended fingers. 

 For the wine, take a plastic cup from the top of the music  stand, 
and hold it steady as the pastor fills it.   Deposit the plastic cup 
in the receptacle as you return to your place. 

As you leave— 

 Unless you need the elevator, exit through front doors only.  

 Feel free to gather on the front lawn for conversation, keeping 
safe distances.   
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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

DECEMBER 25, 2020, 10 A.M. 
 

PRELUDE .......................................................... “Carol Medley,” Robert Hughes 
 

+ + ENTRANCE + + 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN ................... “Angels from the Realms of Glory,” #275 
stanzas 1, 2, 4 

 
L In the beginning was the Word, 

C and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

L In the Word was life, 

C and the life was the light of all people. 

L The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

C and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. John 1 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Let us pray. Almighty God, you have made yourself known in your 
Son, Jesus, redeemer of the world. We pray that his birth as a human 
child will set us free from the old slavery of our sin; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
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FIRST LESSON .................................................................................. Isaiah 52:7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 
announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who 
says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD 
to Zion.  9Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the 
LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  10The LORD 
has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of 
the earth shall see the salvation of our God.  

A The Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM.............................................................................................................. 97:1-6 

 

 

1The LORD reigns; let the | earth rejoice; 
  let the multitude of the | isles be glad. 
2Clouds and darkness sur- | round the LORD, 
  righteousness and justice are the foundations | of God’s throne. 
3Fire goes be- | fore the LORD, 
  burning up enemies on | every side. 
4Lightnings light | up the world; 
        the earth | sees and trembles. 
5The mountains | melt like wax 
  before the Lord of | all the earth. 
6The heavens declare your righteous- | ness, O LORD, 
  and all the peoples | see your glory. 
 
SECOND READING ........................................................................ Hebrews 1:1-4 

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He 
is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, 
and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs.  
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A The Word of the Lord.     

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ................... “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” #270 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn king; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

. 
HOLY GOSPEL 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not 
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 
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Stand for the final stanza 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ......................... “Of the Father’s Love Begotten,” #295 

 
 
NICENE CREED 

A We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

C Amen. 
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A We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  

C Amen. 
 

A We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

C Amen. 
 
PRAYERS & PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 (Please greet each other with these or similar words) 
Sit 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING  ..... “Of the Father’s Love Begotten,”  

Wilbur Held 

 

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, In the mystery of the Word made flesh, 
you embrace our lives with your great love for humanity.  With joy and 
gladness we ask that these gifts may be for many a sign of that love, and 
that we may continue to share in your divine life, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

C  Amen. 
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+ + HOLY COMMUNION + + 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and salutary…we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 

 
P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father . . . we proclaim the Lord's 

death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the 
incarnation of your Son. . . . to share with us the great and promised 
feast. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share in this 
bread and cup. . . may receive our inheritance with all your saints in 
light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
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P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every 
place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high 
priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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COMMUNION  

 
Stand 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

C Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

A   We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy 
you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, Father + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 

C  Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ................... “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice,” #288 
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A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.    

C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE ......... “He Is Born, The Divine Christ Child,” Dennis Alexander 

 
Psalm tone reproduced from “Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019; Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 

 
 

SERVING TODAY 

Presiding Minister:  The Rev. Seth C. Bridger 

 
Preaching:  Rev. Dr. Jerome E. Burce 

 
Assisting Ministers:  Carl & Linda Herhuth 

 
Acolyte:  Noah Bridger 

 
Singers:  Don & Leonie Braun 

 
Organist:  Connie Triplett 

 
Deacon:  Frank Beodray 

 


